Closing conference of the 3rd programme of activities
of the European Centre for Modern Languages

Over 200 1anguage education special-
ists from all over Europe and Canada
participate& in the closing conference
of the FEmpouwering Language Professionals
programme of activities (2008-2011)
co-ordinated })y the European Centre
for Modern Languages (ECML) in
Graz.

The conference presented the results of
23 projects supporting member states
in promoting and disseminating inno-
vation and good practice in the 1earning

and teaching of modern 1anguages.

Over 400 events directly involving
4000 participants in 40 states in

A

Anne Brasseur, Member for Luxembourg of the
J"'m'a":'.mmr.‘urp A.-*..c..-mi'-l!u 0)[ the Council af Europe and
Obf Olafsidittin, Divector of Bducation and Languages,
Council of Burope

Europe and beyond, contributions to
over 300 conferences, seminars and
workshops worldwide, 23 sets of publi-
cations rna.cle availal)le to language pro-
fessionals — this is the impressive bal-

ance of the activities coordinated l)y the
ECML over the last four years,

In her opening address, Olsf
O’lafsdéttir, Director of Education and
Languages representing the Secretary
General of the Council of Europe, con-
gratulated the Centre and thanked all
those who contributed to its success: the
many European experts involved in the
Centre's project activities and the rep-
resentatives of the ECML member
states which oversee, support and dis-
seminate the results of the Centre’s
work. Referring to the current economic
and })udgetary crisis in Burope, which
places significant pressure on many
member states to examine their level of
contribution towards international co-
operation, she stressed that their efforts
to sustain this co-operation are to be val-
ued toclay more than ever. She added that
the most efficient way of dealing with the

crisis in the contemporary glo]aalised

world is precisely through soli&arity and
co-operation at international and inter-
governmen’tal level. Her special thanks
went to the Austrian authorities for their
1ongstanding commitment and generous
support —the Austrian Ministry of
Eclucation, Arts and Culture, the
Austrian Ministry of Science and
Research, the authorities of the Province
of Styria and the City of Graz, and to
the Austrian ECML Association which

manages this support.

Teresa Condego of the Multilingualism
Policy Unit of the European
Commission highlighted the need for
continued co-operation between the
Commission and the Council of Europe
in the area of languages. In this, she
referred to the joint Declaration signed
by Commissioner Vassiliou and
Secretary General Jaglan(l to mark the

10th anniversary of the European Day
of Languages on 26 September 2011.

Keynote speeches were given by Anne
Brasseur, Member for Luxem]:ﬁourg of
the Parliamentary Assemhly of the
Council of Europe, and Jim Cummins
of the University of Toronto, Canada.

Il’l a session chaired l)y Thomas

Hajnoczi, Aml)assa&or, Permanent
Representative of Austria to the Council
of Europe, the Canadian Commissioner
of Official Languages Graham Fraser
gavea speech on l)ilingualism and mul-
tilingualism, Ana Perona—Fjeldsta&,

Executive Director of the European

Wergeland Centre (EWC) in Oslo, indi-
cated possible areas for co-operation
between the EWC and the ECML, and
Johanna Panthier of the Language
Policy Division provided an overview
of the Council of Europe’s work in sup-

port of languages in and for education.

The conference concluded with the
launch of the next (4th) ECML pro-
gramme Learning Through Languages —
Promoting inclusive, plurilingual and inter-
cultural education (2012-15), featuring
innovative approaches to language edu-
cation, mediation (dissemination of
developments and dialogue with stake-
hol&ers) and targeted support for the
BECML member states.

For more details see!
www.ecml.at

Contact:
Waldemar Martyniulz

waldemar.martyniuk @ecml.at
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Editorial

The ﬁrs'i’: decade af the 21st cenlury has pmue_a/ to be a time of greal flplwﬂ‘l!ﬂ], a trend that
has accelerated over the past two or three yaars, F}'éc’mo/ugfm/ progress aside, some Jeue]qp-
ntents, ;‘-‘r:_clr as quests for ;._Eumm'ary anJ J'ﬁcreaseJ socfa] awareness rma’ sof‘iJﬂ.riI'y antong
peqp/e, have been for the [}et!‘er;. whereas others which mzfu‘rhmatc’y spring all too easr'iy lo
mind, such as bad debts, wild and arrogant financial markets and growing intolerance and
sefﬁs,n-zess, or terrorist attacks have been detrimental and damaging to say the least.

Like many other organisations, the Council of Europe has taken steps to respond to societal change by reviewing
its role and secking to improve the pertinence and effectiveness of its work in the defence and promotion of democ-
racy, human rfgf! ts and the rule of law. The structural reform requfreJ lo accompany this reassertion of the Council's

re/eumfce and rationalise the Secretariat's work Zx'gan on 1st October and will be compfetea’ [Jy the end a[ the year.
Under this veform, the former Education and Youth Directorates have been baw:ght together as Departments in a

neiw Directorate for Democratic Citizenship and Participation, which is in turn part of a new Direclorate General
of Democracy (DG 1), This is a logical move to improve ca-operation, as both departments have focused exten-
s:"ue]y on oi'tfzensfn'p and human n'g]xfs education, in a rmﬂ—ﬂn':m.'j setting in the you th sector and mare on the fm'nm/
priniary and secondary classroom and hfg]rer education contexts in the education sector. There is per/mps a lot more
in common between n-:an-fm-ma/ and [omm/ education than one might think: nun-fomm[ methods have grcat/y inspired
education over the last few years and joining forces should be beneff‘:&zl to all involved and streng'{"mn the impact of

aur o P‘k i

Another aspect of the reform is that from 2012 on, all activities will be conducted as part of a biennial programme.
The activitios of the Education and Youth Departments are covered by the programme on democratic citizenship
i‘fn'aug/r education, culture and yot:!l: pa]ic:'es, which aims to pramofe Council of FEurope standards and values, foms—

fig on cr'tr'zenshfp and human rr'gf:ts education, the riglrt to quality education and language policies. Our work will

P Ir‘yfl—l’..,u_mf Fovion on “Bidueation sustans in Buropo v the 20st contury’, Kui, 22 aind 23 Septomber 2011, From [ to r: Oaf Ohafsdattin, Mitkala Azaron,
Prinsa Miviistor of Ui, Dt Tabachil, Mivistor of Edueation and Science, Youth and Sparts of 1 Heraitse, Mady Dolsar-Stohres, Minister of Nativial
Education and Vicational Trgining of Luxomboury




