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Aims and objectives

The Summer Academy provides a unique opportunity for the professional learning of language teacher
educators, so that they, in turn, can support the professional development of language teachers to respond to
the complex needs of today’s learners. Focusing on developments at the cutting edge of language education as
reflected in the ECML thematic areas, the programme will provide teacher educators with opportunities to pool
their expertise with colleagues from across Europe and to reflect on and re-think their own modes of teacher
education from a transnational perspective.

Specific objectives are:

to initiate a forum for discussion among teacher educators from various European countries working in
the field of language education

to provide a safe space for teacher educators to reflect on their competences, values, and professional
identities and how these are impacted by the current context of plurality and crises

to highlight recent developments in language-related teacher education

to provide a deeper knowledge and understanding of European language policy (Council of Europe and
European Commission)

to familiarise participants with Council of Europe resources (Language Policy programme and ECML)
and consider how these may enhance their own teacher education programmes

to reflect critically on the structural aspects of the teacher education spectrum — initial teacher education,
school practice, professional development etc.


https://www.ecml.at/Thematicareas/Thematicareas-Overview/tabid/1763/language/en-GB/Default.aspx

MODULE OUTLINES

MODULE ONE

Language education in the context of plurality

Description

This session will enable participants to share their thoughts and experiences in relation to the major
societal changes that have been taking place in recent times and the ways in which these have impacted
on teaching and teacher education. It will begin a reflective process that will continue through the week.

Essential reading

Before you arrive: Please watch the following six-minute video:

Video: How is (super)diversity changing how we belong? (Nando Sigona, 2018) (6 minutes):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xY XrwcW-1Vc

MODULE TWO

Reflection, self-assessment and action research in teacher education

Description

This module will give insights into reflective teaching (educational action research), presenting some of
the tools, providing ideas for practical application and opening up discussions about applicability.
During the session we will be looking at sections of the Action research communities for language
teachers project as well as the EPOSTL.

Essential reading

Before the session, please read the editorial p.4-5) to the Babylonia publication on action research+ one
article, for example:

I. Interview with Peter Posch (p.10-11) in German.
or

il. The article in French by Jésabel Robin (p.30-35).
or

iii. “Action research in language teacher education, e.g. Austria”. (p.62-68) in English.

MODULE THREE

Values, competences and identities in language teacher education

Description

In this module, we will first discuss how the values and competences of language teachers are linked to
those of their learners, and how this topic impacts on teacher education. The participants will then be
invited to reflect on their teacher educator identities in the context of plurilingual education.

Essential reading

Newby, D. (2019) “Teacher and learner competences”. In D. Newby, F. Heyworth and M. Cavalli (eds.)
Changing contexts, evolving competences: 25 years of inspiring innovation in language education.
Strasbourg/Graz: Council of Europe. 40-47.

https://www.ecml.at/Portals/1/documents/ECML-resources/ECML-changing-contexts-evolving-
competences-EN 03082020 081830.pdf?ver=2020-08-03-081830-400



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYXrwcW-1Vc
http://www.ecml.at/actionresearch
http://www.ecml.at/actionresearch
https://www.ecml.at/Resources/ECMLresources/tabid/277/ID/51/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://babylonia.online/index.php/babylonia/issue/view/9
https://www.ecml.at/Portals/1/documents/ECML-resources/ECML-changing-contexts-evolving-competences-EN_03082020_081830.pdf?ver=2020-08-03-081830-400
https://www.ecml.at/Portals/1/documents/ECML-resources/ECML-changing-contexts-evolving-competences-EN_03082020_081830.pdf?ver=2020-08-03-081830-400

MODULE FOUR

European language policy instruments: constraints and affordances

Description

This module will look in detail at two important European language policy instruments - the recent Council
of Europe Committee of Ministers’ Recommendation on the importance of plurilingual and intercultural
education for democratic culture and the 2019 Council of the European Union Recommendation on a
comprehensive approach to the teaching and learning of languages from the perspective of language
teacher education. Participants will be asked to critically examine these instruments and to consider how
they could be used to exert a positive influence on language teacher education.

Essential reading

None

MODULE FIVE

Mapping the language dimensions in all learning environments

Description

The holistic approach to languages and the use of languages in the construction of knowledge and skills
in school subjects will be addressed in the broad perspective of a school language policy and youth
policies that are open to the current challenges of our planet.

Essential reading

BEACCO, J.-C. (2017) : Language in all subjects: the Council of Europe’s perspective, European Journal
of Applied Linguistics 5.2. [in the padlet]

MODULE SIX

The role of frameworks in language education

Description

This module aims at familiarizing participants with a) the CEFR Companion Volume (CEFR-CV) and b)
the Framework of Reference for Pluralistic Approaches to Languages and Cultures (FREPA) by focusing
on their specific characteristics. The module starts with a short presentation of the two frameworks, their
contribution to the development of plurilingual and pluricultural competences and shows how they can
open pathways for a global language education. A more practical part follows where participants reflect
on how the two tools can be implemented for teaching and assessment purposes.

Essential reading

Candelier, M. (2019) “Plurilingual and intercultural education”. In D. Newby, F. Heyworth and M. Cavalli
(eds.) Changing contexts, evolving competences: 25 years of inspiring innovation in language education.
Strasbourg/Graz: Council of Europe. 48-55.

https://www.ecml.at/Portals/1/documents/ECML-resources/ECML-changing-contexts-evolving-
competences-EN 03082020 081830.pdf?ver=2020-08-03-081830-400

MODULE SEVEN

Digital literacy and blended learning

Description

The module will be, on one hand, an opportunity to share and critically discuss blended learning
experiences and, on the other hand, to explore different ways to implement blended learning/teaching in
language education.

Essential reading/Lecture préalable

1. Garrison, R. & Vaughans, N. (2008). Designing Blended Learning to Create a Community of
Inquiry. In D. Randy Garrison,Norman D. Vaughan (Eds.) Blended Learning in Higher Education:
Framework, Principles, and Guidelines. Chap.3. p31-48. John Wiley & Sons, Inc. [in the padlet]


https://www.ecml.at/Portals/1/documents/ECML-resources/ECML-changing-contexts-evolving-competences-EN_03082020_081830.pdf?ver=2020-08-03-081830-400
https://www.ecml.at/Portals/1/documents/ECML-resources/ECML-changing-contexts-evolving-competences-EN_03082020_081830.pdf?ver=2020-08-03-081830-400

2. Nissen, 2020, Mise a I'épreuve de parametres pour une articulation réussie du distanciel et du
présentiel aux yeux des étudiants [in the padlet, only in French]



