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Tool 4 – The schoolscape: the 

languages you can see and hear in 

the class and in the school1 

Task: Walk around your classroom and your school 

 

 

 

 

o What are the languages that are seen 

around the school – for examples on 

signage, posters or displays?  

o What are the languages that are 

heard in the school? 

o What are the languages that the 

children speak or use: 

• In the classroom? 

• In informal spaces – for 

example in the playground?  

• With other children? 

o What are the languages that the teachers / 

educators speak or use: 

• In the classroom?  

• In informal spaces – for example in the 

playground?  

• With other teachers / members of staff 

in the school  

• With the children? 

 

  

 

 
1 Interested in exploring the languages of the children and the community further? You can also take look at the 
ECML MALEDIVE “living in a multilingual and multicultural society” resources 
 
Interested in reflecting on the importance of plurilingualism in your classroom setting? Take a look at the 
reflective questions for teachers from the ECML MALEDIVE project 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://www.ecml.at/younglearnerpathways
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2008-2011/AssessmentofYoungLearnerLiteracy/tabid/4365/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://maledive.ecml.at/Portals/45/Reflective_questions-teachers.pdf
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 … and how do the languages you can see and hear around the school match up with the 

languages the children speak and use? 

• Are ALL the languages that are spoken or used by the children heard or seen 

around the classroom or the school (or educational setting)? 

• How can all the languages that are used by the children be made visible (and 

audible) in the school and the educational system – for example through a 

classroom display or by introducing and encouraging children to contribute 

in the languages they know  

• What role could: 

o You, as the teacher or educator 

o The children  

o The parents or family members  

play in making the various languages visible (and audible) within the classroom or 

the wider school? 

Here are some ideas for involving parents or family members in school life.  

https://padlet.com/ECML/palingui-network-meeting-rvafnjuhk16x23by/wish/2100116241
https://peertube.univ-montp3.fr/videos/watch/6c83066a-9cad-414d-a602-8b12addfb031
https://peertube.univ-montp3.fr/videos/watch/6c83066a-9cad-414d-a602-8b12addfb031
https://parents.ecml.at/

