
WELCOMING THE STUDENT
WITH HIS/HER FAMILY, LANGUAGES
AND BACKGROUND TO LAUSANNE

CAROLE-ANNE DESCHOUX

PRESENTATION TO THE RECOLANG PROJECT WORKING GROUP 

TUESDAY 15 JUNE 2021

Resources for assessing the home language competences of migrant pupils

Ressources pour l'évaluation des compétences en langues familiales des élèves migrants 



PRESENTATION

• REMINDER OF CONTEXTUAL ELEMENTS

• LAUSANNE’S SYSTEM

• INTAKE INTERVIEW

• POSITIONING TEST

• ANY QUESTIONS ? 



1. REMINDER OF CONTEXTUAL ELEMENTS

Swiss Confederation : 

• 4 language regions

• Multilingualism: identity dimension

• Functioning according to 2 principles :

subsidiarity and territoriality

• Management and coordination at 4 levels:

federal, regional, cantonal, communal

• Existence of laws on languages (Constitution art. 70, 

LLC 2010)

HTTPS://FR.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/WIKI/FICHIER:KARTE_KANTON_WAADT_BEZIRKE_2016.PNG

OFS : HTTPS://WWW.BFS.ADMIN.CH/BFS/FR/HOME/STATISTIQUES/STATISTIQUE-REGIONS/PORTRAITS-REGIONAUX-CHIFFRES-CLES/CANTONS/VAUD.HTML

Vaud :

• largest canton in French-speaking Switzerland (3212 km2, 

805 098 inhabitants in 2019, 33% foreigners)

• City of Lausanne (capital): 139 408 inhabitants

(80 316 CH/59 092 non CH in 2020)

• 360 degree, political project

139 408 80 316 59 092 139 408 80 316 59 092 139 408 80 316 59 092 

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fichier:Karte_Kanton_Waadt_Bezirke_2016.png
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/fr/home/statistiques/statistique-regions/portraits-regionaux-chiffres-cles/cantons/vaud.html


CURRICULUM

https://www.plandetudes.ch/per

• Global understanding of the student

• Teaching of 3 languages in primary school

• called langueS

• Support for the construction of a plurilingual

repertoire in all pupils

Extrait1 

Commentaires

Extrait 2

Axe interlinguistique



PRIMARY SCHOOL OBJECTIVES 
IN RELATION TO LANGUAGES

• For the 3 languages taught at primary level, refer to the curriculum 

(French, German (8 years cycle 2) and English (10 years cycle 2)

• For languages not taught, cross-linguistic approaches (L1 17, L1 27)

• Raising pupils’ awareness of linguistic diversity in speech and writing (national languages

and languages of the pupils in the class) (cycle 1)

• Observe and compare written and oral corpora in different languages (cycle 2)

• Questioning and making observations based on a given corpus (cycle 2)



2. LAUSANNE SYSTEM

Reception organised by CREAL (Resource Centre for Allophone Students) 

Need to have a system to accompany the integration process and 

to build collaboration with families and schools

Process: 3 different moments:

• Intake interview (compulsory 2022)

• Placement test (optional) 

• Level groups (compulsory)

Aims: 

• Establish level groups collaboration with schools

• Identify various needs (psychologists, social workers) collaboration with families



3 EXTRACTS FROM THE INTERVIEW GUIDE
TO UNDERSTAND THE VALUES DEFENDED

Variety of situations, pupils; 

moment of fragility global 

and group reception

Analysis by the professional

of the situation to best 

adapt the choices made

Extraits 3, 4, 5  brochure

Choice of a corpus 

at disposal



2.1. INTEKE INTERVIEW

Extrait 6 introduction de la brochure



2.1. INTAKE INTERVIEW

Status: required

Time: takes place during the first week of arrival in the city of Lausanne, lasts 1h30 maximum

Two dependent objectives aimed at different recipients

• to make the pupils want to show what they can do, to reinforce them in order to make them

want to learn and to commit themselves to school (pupils)

• to identify the level of the pupils (assessors)

Documents available: 

• Maintenance guide

https://uma.edu-vd.ch/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/GuideEntretienAccueil_UMA.pdf

• Maintenance form

https://uma.edu-vd.ch/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Formulaire_EntretienAcc_CREAL.pdf

https://uma.edu-vd.ch/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/GuideEntretienAccueil_UMA.pdf
https://uma.edu-vd.ch/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Formulaire_EntretienAcc_CREAL.pdf


INTERVIEW GUIDE AND FORM

HTTPS://UMA.EDU-VD.CH/WP-CONTENT/UPLOADS/2020/07/GUIDEENTRETIENACCUEIL_UMA.PDF

HTTPS://UMA.EDU-VD.CH/WP-CONTENT/UPLOADS/2020/09/FORMULAIRE_ENTRETIENACC_CREAL.PDF

https://uma.edu-vd.ch/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/GuideEntretienAccueil_UMA.pdF
https://uma.edu-vd.ch/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Formulaire_EntretienAcc_CREAL.pdf


2.2. POSITIONING TEST

Status: optional.

Time: is inserted or not in the intake interview, takes place on the same day or at another time.

Objective: to detect major gaps on both sides.

It covers: family languages, mathematics, French, English.



FAMILY LANGUAGE PRESENT AND MOBILISED

In the interview part, the use of the home language is proposed to the pupil during a moment of 

interaction and during two disciplinary moments. The succession of tasks is approached as stages, 

without ever forcing them.

Moment 2: the pupil is invited to talk about his/her school career in the chosen language.

Then, depending on how he expresses himself and understands the questions asked, we suggest

Moment 3: we make him/her work in maths and languages.

• We approach the mathematics in his/her language and we see if he/she understands what

he/she has to do. In maths, we look at what they can do.

• The chosen language is approached in a reading/understanding task and in a task of 

producing a word, a sentence or a text according to what is observed (under dictation or 

freely).



The texts refer to the three groupings (three school cycles of primary and secondary I school)

• 2-3P; pupils aged 5-6 years (cycle 1)

• 3P-5P; pupils aged 6-8 years (cycle 1-cycle 2, introduction to reading)

• 6P to 8P; pupils aged 8 to 12; 9H (cycle 2-cycle 3)

IN FAMILY LANGUAGES: 
EXEMPLES TEXT, TASKS AND ASSESSMENT



Moment 1: 2 tasks

Oralisation of a short text + answers to basic comprehension questions about the text

Time 2: choice of

1 writing task under dictation or 1 free writing task on a grid sheet



Extraits de l’évaluation qui figure dans le formulaire de l’entretien. 



Classification in one of the 4 level groups: 

• absolute beginners, 

• beginners, 

• intermediate,

• advanced



4. ANY QUESTIONS ?


