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• «Rightwing populism is on the march – but the EU can’t even win enough 
support to impose sanctions » (Guardian, UK) 

• « Turquie : le principal parti prokurde dénonce la « fin de la démocratie 
», » (Le Monde, France)

• «Dos nuevos naufragios elevan a más de 4.000 los muertos en el 
Mediterráneo este año» (El Periódico, Spain) 

• «A century after the Somme, another war now seems less unimaginable» 
(Guardian, UK)

« La déshumanisation de l’autre est inquiétante» 
Yves Daccord, Director of International Red Cross

Europe in crisis?



The Council of Europe
www.coe.int

 Founded 1949

 Geographically largest 
European  institution 
in the area of 
intergovernmental co-
operation

 47 member states

Areas of action

 Human rights

 Democracy

 Rule of Law

SECURING DEMOCRACY THROUGH EDUCATION

http://www.coe.int/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/edc/charter-on-education-for-democratic-citizenship-and-human-rights-education
https://www.coe.int/en/web/edc/charter-on-education-for-democratic-citizenship-and-human-rights-education
https://www.nohatespeechmovement.org/
https://www.nohatespeechmovement.org/
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/education/competences_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/education/competences_en.asp
https://www.coe.int/t/dg4/education/Source/MED25/MED_25_Objectives_en.pdf


• Report from the Secretary General: State of democracy, human rights 
and the rule of law in Europe, Council of Europe (2016)

• Council of Europe Action Plans for building inclusive societies/ against 
extremism and radicalization (2016-19) 

• European Union Paris Declaration promoting citizenship, common
values of freedom, tolerance and non-discrimination (March 2015)

• European Union conclusions on multilingualism and the development 
of language competences (May 2014)

• Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of 
Europe to member States

The wider political context



The Council of Europe and languages

Curricula and evaluation

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/langeduc/le_platformintro_EN.asp
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Language education
contributing to

democracy

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/langeduc/le_platformintro_EN.asp


Key target audience 
decision-makers, teacher-trainers, 

language teachers

ECML: who we are and what we do
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An enlarged Partial Agreement 
of the Council of Europe with 33 

member states; founded in Graz, 

Austria in 1994

Mission 
innovation in language learning and

teaching; implementation of effective

language education policies

4 year programmes
of international projects and

bilateral training and consultancy

Our vision
A Europe committed to linguistic and cultural diversity, where the key role of 
quality language education in achieving intercultural dialogue, democratic 
citizenship and social cohesion is recognised and supported.



ECML Structure
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The Professional Network Forum of the ECML

ECML – tapping into the finest expertise from across the world 

http://www.ecml.at/Aboutus/professionalnetworkforum/tabid/137/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
http://www.ecml.at/Aboutus/professionalnetworkforum/tabid/137/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
http://www.ecml.at/Aboutus/professionalnetworkforum/tabid/137/language/en-GB/Default.aspx


For teacher educators and teachers

European 
Portfolio for 
pre-primary
educators

A framework
of reference
for pluralistic
approaches
to languages
and cultures

The European  
Portfolio for 
student
teachers of 
languages

Teaching the
language of 
schooling in 
the context of 
diversity

Language challenges ECML Resources

http://www.ecml.at/carap
http://www.ecml.at/carap
http://www.ecml.at/maledive
http://www.ecml.at/maledive
http://www.ecml.at/pepelino
http://www.ecml.at/pepelino
http://www.ecml.at/epostl
http://www.ecml.at/epostl


Language challenges ECML Resources

Content-based
teaching + 
plurilngual/cultural 
awareness: a 
training kit

For teacher educators and teachers

A resource 
website with ideas 
for involving 
parents in their 
children’s 
language 
education and 
explaining the 
benefits

An online course to
enhance young 
learners’ plurilingual
competences, 
including their 
command of
the language of 
schooling

Case-studies 
from across 
Europe 
illustrating 
how to 
develop and 
implement 
whole-school 
language 
projects 

http://www.ecml.at/conbat
http://www.ecml.at/conbat
http://www.ecml.at/parents
http://www.ecml.at/parents
http://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2012-2015/Community/tabid/1836/Default.aspx
http://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2012-2015/Community/tabid/1836/Default.aspx
http://www.ecml.at/plurcur
http://www.ecml.at/plurcur


Language challenges ECML Resources

Practical
resources to 
support
plurilingual and 
intercultural 
learning before, 
during and after
mobility activities

For teacher educators and teachers

Language skills for 
successful subject 
learning : CEFR-
linked descriptors 
for mathematics 
and history

A pluriliteracies
approach to 
teaching for 
learning

An online searchable directory of
language associations; ideas bank 
for how to  raise awareness
of ECML resources and adapt these 
to local contexts

http://www.ecml.at/languagedescriptors
http://www.ecml.at/languagedescriptors
http://www.ecml.at/plurimobil
http://www.ecml.at/plurimobil
www,ecml.at/pluriliteracies
www,ecml.at/pluriliteracies
http://www.ecml.at/lacs
http://www.ecml.at/lacs


CEFR and ELP implementation ECML resources

Assessment of 
young learner 
literacy linked 
to the CEFR 
(AYLLit)

Encouraging the 
culture of evaluation 
among professionals 
(ECEP) 

CEFR – level estimation 
grid for teachers 
(CEFESTIM)

ELP in whole-school use

Formative classroom
assessment linked to the CEFR

Using the ELP: dedicated ECML website

http://ayllit.ecml.at/
http://ayllit.ecml.at/
http://ecep.ecml.at/
http://ecep.ecml.at/
http://cefestim.ecml.at/
http://cefestim.ecml.at/
http://elp-wsu.ecml.at/
http://elp-wsu.ecml.at/
http://relex.ecml.at/
http://relex.ecml.at/
http://elp.ecml.at/


http://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2012-2015/ICT-REVandmoreDOTS/ICT/tabid/1906/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
http://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2012-2015/ICT-REVandmoreDOTS/ICT/tabid/1906/language/en-GB/Default.aspx


Current priorities in ECML member states
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ECML Programme 2016-2019
Languages at the heart of learning

Language learning environments

Language of schooling

Early language learning

Pathways for learning

Colloquium 7th December

http://www.ecml.at/Events/ECMLcolloquium7December2016/tabid/2975/language/en-GB/Default.aspx


ECML training and consultancy 
for member states

Language teacher education 

Content and Language Integrated Learning 

Use of ICT in support of language teaching 

and learning

Plurilingual and intercultural learning 

through mobility

Using the European Language Portfolio

Supporting Multilingual Classrooms*

Plurilingual education

Testing and Assessment (RELANG)*

Quality education in Romani

Quality assurance in language and 

citizenship courses

Targeted, tailored support to address national challenges

* in cooperation with the European Commission

http://www.ecml.at/TrainingConsultancy/TrainingConsultancy-Overview/tabid/1764/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://www.ecml.at/TrainingConsultancy/TrainingConsultancy-Overview/tabid/1764/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
http://www.ecml.at/TrainingConsultancy/TrainingConsultancy-Overview/tabid/1764/language/en-GB/Default.aspx


European Day of Languages

On the dedicated EDL website:

• A wealth of free resources in 36 languages; online games to test your
knowledge and skills in different languages, including sign language

• Language trivia, idioms, “false friends”, palindromes, tongue-twisters
and many other similarities and differences within Europe’s rich
linguistic panorama

• A calendar and interactive map showing EDL events all over the
world

http://edl.ecml.at/
http://edl.ecml.at/


ECML
key 

services

Addressing 
national needs 

through Training 
and Consultancy

Building networks 
and partnerships 

within and beyond 
Europe

Providing practical 
resources for 

language 
professionals

Future-proofing 
through innovative 

projects

Encouraging 
language learning 

through the 
European Day of 

Languages

ECML: a unique centre for language education
http://www.ecml.at/

http://www.ecml.at/


« Knowledge of languages is the doorway to wisdom » Roger Bacon 


