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WORKSHEET A 

Title                                                     Reception, production 

Objective(s)     to understand better what reception and production are in relation to interaction 
and mediation according to the CEFR 
  

Keywords     competences – communicative language competence – language activities – 
 text  

Ref to the guide  
II.4,III 
Appendix (in particular tables 3 and 3.4) 

Ref to the CEFR  
2.1.3, 4, 4.4.1, 4.4.2, 7.3.2 

 
Task A ()  
 
Step 1 
 
You learned foreign languages, and no doubt that was a matter of “the four skills”, that is, oral 
comprehension, reading comprehension, oral expression and written expression.  
Did these activities cover all the possible language activities? Mention some activities that in your 
opinion were not taken into account in an operative and/or precise way. 
 
Step 2 
 
Nowadays, with the backing of the CEFR, we turn more towards a richer approach to the language 
activities of reception and production as well as of mediation and interaction.  
Observe the Tables in the Appendix of the guide, as well as the Table in chapter III.  
What does the CEFR use the term “competence” for?  
Discuss the implications of this terminological change, and the reasons that underlie the 
distinctions  

a) between competences and communicative language activities, and  
b) between general and communicative language competences.  

 
 
Task B (or) 
 
Step 1  
 
Think about examples of reception and production activities (both oral and written) and make a  
list. Compare your list with the production and reception activities proposed by the CEFR and 
discuss the similarities and differences: 

- production, in 4.4.1.1. and 4.4.2.1  
- reception, in 4.4.2.1, 4.4.2.2 and 4.4.2.3. 

   
Step 2  
 
Read the following extract from the CEFR and reflect on how often and why you practise those 
activities in isolation. 
 



Now continue reading section 2.1.3: 

 
Discuss the differences between reception and production when they are isolated and their role 
within  interaction and mediation.  
 
Step 3 
Read the following extract from the CEFR below and think about the role of texts in relation to 
reception and production activities, as well as about the relation between those activities, strategies, 
and tasks. Give examples.  
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Continue reading section 2.1.5 and compare your examples with those in the CEFR. Discuss the 
implication  for language teaching/learning. 
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