TEACHING AND TRAINING

In your view, how similar or different are teaching and training? Note down your thoughts and/or discuss with a partner. 

	


Here are the opinions of a Hungarian trainer: are they different or similar to your own/your partner’s?

	It is similar AND different. How I see it different is when you do training you can switch into a different working mode. If you work with teachers as if they were students, then it’s very similar to teaching. But when you switch to reflection mode, then you look at the things you’ve just done from the perspective of teachers then it’s different from teaching. 

But having said that, I think you can do teaching like that, you can reflect on the work that you have done with your learners as well. So, maybe there’s not such a big difference!

[…]

As far as my role is concerned I don’t see myself as THE source of knowledge or the ultimate source of wisdom in either situation. I think in both cases I’m more like a facilitator. Although in teaching there is probably more need for me to give some input. I mean once I’ve given some input I can let people work with that … but, actually, the input can also come from the students themselves, so, again, it’s not only me – they can also teach each other and the same in the training context. 

Actually, this worked very well when I did the methodology course because a lot of the people were already teachers but they were teachers of other subjects, or teaching English without the proper qualifications. So they were doing these two things in parallel: teaching and learning, training to be teachers. And I thought that it was very important that they could share their experience with the others. And especially, because a lot of them were primary teachers, and do not teach primary. So it was only proper that I sort of created the space for them to share their experience and teach each other. And it was wonderful when they did their peer-teaching sessions and I learned a lot! And I told them!

So – training, teaching – works both ways…


